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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Peter’s Church Carlton 

On Thursday 12 September 2013 

 

Present: - Michael Mann, Hedley Francis, Caroline Revitt, Stephen Roberts, Paul 

Dean, Malcolm Stennett,  John Coppen, Edith Osborn as Clerk, Richard Barrett - 

District Councillor, Andrew Fraser – District Councillor, Roger Hickford - County 

Councillor 

 

 A quorum was established. 

  

1 Apologies:   
There were no apologies. 

 

2 Declarations of Interest 

There were no new Declarations of Interest 

 

3 Minutes of Meeting held 9 May 2013. Paul Dean proposed that the minutes be 

approved and this proposal was seconded by Caroline Revitt . 

 

4 Administration 

4.1 NJC revised scale of pay for Clerks 

The Chairman advised that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services 

had reached an agreement on pay scales for 2013-14 and recommended that salary 

scales be adjusted in accordance with the new pay scales, effective from 1 April 2013. 

He proposed that the Clerk’s salary be increased from 1 April 2013 which was agreed 

unanimously. 

 

5 Finance  

5.1 Payments proposed for authorisation were: 

  5.1.1 Michael Mann chq 240     £  27.76 

 5.1.2 CGM Ltd   chq 243     £  72.00  

 5.1.3 MiJan Ltd chq 244      £  36.00 

5.1.4 SLCC membership     £  63.00 

 5.1.5 CGM Ltd   chq 246     £  72.00 

5.1.6 Clerk’s expenses         £  33.40 

       

 The above payments were authorised.  

It was decided to discuss with CGM the grass cutting contract and in particular the 

bank on the Millenium Walkway, how high they should cut and at what time of year 

5.2 John Coppen proposed the acceptance of the accounts as at 31 August 2013 and 

Michael Mann seconded them. 

5.3 The Chairman advised that Robin Wylie when he was Church Warden, used his 

own money to purchase the wreaths and crosses for use on Remembrance Sunday. He 

had now retired and the Chairman proposed that the Parish Council take over this 

commitment. Malcolm Stennett reminded the Council that the Council required a 

power to cover payment of such items. The Chairman advised that the cost was likely 

to be approximately £50. John Coppen proposed that the Parish Council pay this 

expense provided the Clerk could advise under which power the Council can act and 

this proposal was seconded by Michael Mann. 

 

6 Planning. 

6.1 S/1133/13FL  – The Old Rose & Crown -  extension to outbuildings 

The planning application was noted. 

 

 

 



CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 - 2 - 

7 Environment 

7.1  Village Survey 

The Chairman thanked Caroline Revitt for her work in preparing and bringing the 

survey together. He reported that out of 71 households, 40 replied to the survey. 

Caroline Revitt then reviewed the results of the survey which is appended to the 

minutes. 

The Chairman further noted from the results that residents of Carlton should know by 

the end of September whether superfast broadband will be available and if the village 

will be in the 10% who do not receive an upgrade. He intended to let residents know 

as soon as he received any information. The village website is still being worked on 

by Hedley Francis and eventually he hoped that each councillor would have their own 

log-in. It had been suggested that the Church be converted for community use and the 

Vicar was very keen on the idea, also supported by residents via the survey. The 

Archdeacon would also like to see community use of church buildings. The Chairman 

advised that he had had a meeting with the Vicar and Scilla Latham who had been 

employed by Cambridge ACRE to advise on change of use of church buidings. From 

the survey it seemed that many of the residents wanted the building to be used by 

everyone in the community. The PCC would also support this venture. Scilla Latham 

had said that the whole community needs to be in favour of the proposal in order for it 

to go ahead. Funding could come from English Heritage. Carlton was in a unique 

position as it did not have any other community building so there was more chance of 

being awarded grants. The next stage would be to create a working party to move the 

proposal ahead. The Chairman noted from the terms of receipt of  the S106 money 

that the money could be used for improving the quality of existing buildings eg 

improving glazing, access for disabled people. The damp problem in the Church was 

not insurmountable, a kitchen and toilet could be added at the back of the Church, the 

pews could be taken out and there could still remain a religious end. The PCC would 

need to lead on this proposal and approach the Diocesan Advisory Committee. He 

knew already that Woodditton residents had converted their Church. He noted that the 

Quinquennial Report of 2011 stated that the electrics were the first priority for work 

requiring to be completed. Once a group had been set up to manage the conversion, 

they could apply for various secular and religious grants. Income would also need to 

be generated to maintain the building. 

Malcolm Stennett suggested that the Parish Council in principle make contact with 

the Diocese to get advice and knowledge of local schemes. 

The contents of the Village Survey were accepted. In conclusion, a large proportion 

of residents were in favour of the Church being converted for community use, an 

initial approach would be made to the Diocese on how to effect a conversion and the 

Parish Council would contact other schemes already converted to obtain advice and 

views. 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council would begin the process of finding out 

about other conversion schemes. 

Caroline Revitt suggested that the Parish Council needed to give feedback on the 

survey to residents. Hedley Francis suggested adding this to the website. It was 

agreed that it had been a positive idea to carry out the survey. Thanks to everyone 

who contributed and especially Caroline Revitt. 

 

7.2 Footpaths 

Caroline Revitt noted that at this time of year it can be difficult to follow the paths 

across fields due to farmers harvesting and not re-instating the paths immediately. 

From the survey she noted that many residents use the footpaths around the village.  

The planings laid on the Green Lane had opened up the other footpaths and allowed 

more access. 

The Chairman advised that he had spoken to the Environmental department at CCC 

regarding a dog-bin at the top of the Green Lane but it had not yet been fitted. The 

Environmental officer has yet to do a site visit. 
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7.3 Anglian Water-sewerage at Carlton Green 

Paul Dean advised that Anglian Water had rejected the initial application and as yet 

an appeal had not been made to the Environment Agency. Another option would be 

for the residents to share the cost of installing sewerage with Anglian Water but that 

option had not been sent to Mr Dean yet. The topic is to be added to the Agenda for 

the next meeting. 

7.4 Wadlow Wind Farm 
Paul Dean advised that he had attended a meeting of the Wadlow Wind Farm group. 

There are seven members of the group at any one time, four parishes with one 

representative and the other members take it in turns to appoint a representative. 

There is approximately £40k each year to be applied for. Some schemes have been 

deferred or even rejected eg the proposal to open Fulbourn Windmill to the public for 

14 days per year has been deferred as fuller details are required and is outside of the 

5km radius. After the March meeting £34k was still remaining to be allocated. 

Carlton is 5.3km away from the Windfarm. The Committee are keen to allocate funds 

to proposals which benefit the whole community. 

 

8 District Councillor’s report 

Councillor Barrett referred to the mobile warden scheme which is in use within the 

other seven villages but not taken up in Carlton. Age UK could place an advert in 

Village Voice to alert residents to the facility of perhaps a daily visit or a telephone 

call as appropriate. The cost is £100 split SCDC 25%, CC 25%, PC 25%, Age UK 

25%. It was decided to add an article to the Village Voice. 

 

9 County Councillor’s report 

Councillor Hickford reported that there was a £33m refund on the Guided Bus which 

can be used to fill the holes in the roads.  

The Council are considering what to do about the Skipper’s Lane junction as due to a 

couple of recent accidents, the Council had given it a high priority to reduce accidents 

by Spring 2015. The costs to work on a standard junction are approximately £400k 

but the preferred option is to make a staggered junction. 

Councillor Hickford referred to the consultation on the Cambridgeshire Transport 

Strategy in which the A1307 is mentioned. The consultation does not take account of 

the growth in Haverhill and he requested the Parish Councillors to air their views via 

the website link to the Consultation. 

 He also requested that the Parish Councillors make known their views on the 

Community Infrastructure levy which is replacing S106. 

He noted that decisions on the A14 will be made at national level. 

He confirmed that he would make the Highways department aware of the Carlton 

Green rat-run and email Paul Dean  a report to help with the bid for lower speed next 

year. 

 

10 General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting 

Items to be discussed at the next meeting: 

 War Memorial cleaning 

 Ash die back – do we need to plant more trees 

 

 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 7 November 2013 at 8pm 

   

 

The Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 


