CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Almancil, Church Road, Carlton
On Thursday 9 November 2017

Present: - Stephen Roberts, Hedley Francis, Michael Mann, Kate Homan, Giles
Dobson, Paul Archer, Mary Maitland, Richard Turner and Andrew Fraser – District
Councillors
Edith Osborn as Clerk
The Chairman thanked Angela and Giles for the offer of their home as tonight’s venue.
1

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Henry Batchelor - County Councillor.
A quorum was present.

2

Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 July 2017.
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 July 2017 were reviewed. Giles Dobson
proposed that they be approved and Paul Archer seconded the proposal.

3

Declarations of Interest
No councillor had any new interests to declare.

4

Administration
4.1 Proposed amendments to Standing Orders for urgent decisions
The proposed amendment to the Standing Orders for urgent decisions had arisen due
to the fact that the Highways department at the County Council had requested that the
council agree at short notice to an increase in the council’s contribution to the LHI
Scheme before starting work at Willingham Green. The Clerk had reviewed the
Standing Orders and noted that S40(2) would apply to this situation, therefore no
amendment was necessary.
4.2 LHI Scheme approval for Willingham Green extra costs
Further to the decision above and S40(3) of the Standing Orders, the increase in
contribution requested by the CC was £11.88. The council will be required to pay
£241.88 to the Finance department when requested later in the financial year. It was
proposed by Hedley Francis that the increase of £11.88 be approved and this was
seconded by Giles Dobson.
4.3 Discussion on electronic payments/cheque signing
After some discussion on when cheques would be withdrawn by the Treasury and
controls needed to be put in place to cover payments, it was agreed to continue to
make payments by cheque.
Mary Maitland joined the meeting.

5

Environmental
5.1 Local Highways Improvement Scheme – Willingham Green update
It was noted that Willingham Green identified itself as a community although small.
Mary Maitland advised that the residents were pleased that the work had been
completed, so it was all positive feedback. She did note that the sign on the Weston
Colville side protrudes into the road and therefore lorries are pushed into the road.
She would try to alter the brackets on the sign so that this did not happen.
5.2 Millenium Walkway – trees and gravel
The Agreement for the footpath is now in place. The Chairman offered to prune the
trees over the winter period and noted that he would be covered by the Community
Highways Volunteer Scheme. The gravel needs renewing and it is cheaper if a
lorryload is ordered rather than bags, but having a load placed at one end of the
Walkway would require many trips up and down with wheel barrows. Hedley Francis
advised that John Mingay had found a supplier with a grab lorry so that the gravel
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could be distributed and various points on the Walkway. The Chairman agreed to
contact Mr Mingay about the supplier.
Proposed orders for gravel will be discussed at the meeting in February 2018.
5.3 BT phonebox – update
Giles Dobson confirmed that he is in contact with the Heartbeat Trust. The council
would be able to access lottery funding through the Trust to install the defibrillator
and provide training. Installation will be early next year.
The Chairman thanked Giles and his team on behalf of the parish council.
5.4 Road surfaces
The Chairman confirmed that Church Road had re-opened today and that the road
signs in Acre Road had been replaced. The gulleys in Carlton Green Road need
emptying so the Chairman will contact Nicola Burdin at the CC for that to be done.
Jetting of the gulleys in Church Road also needs to be completed.
5.5 Footpaths
The Chairman referred to the issue of the footpath to the bridge discussed at the last
meeting but no-one had any further knowledge.
Giles Dobson noted that there is a tree hanging over the bridge at the ford on the
Green lane, this would be the landowner’s responsibility.
The Chairman noted that the growth on the Green lane needs to be cut back. No free
planings were available to lay on the Green lane. Peter Coppen is agreeable to helping
out with work on the Green lane and Millennium walkway. First choice of work may
be Millenium Walkway.
It was noted that the solution for Handy Bar Grove was agreeable to all parties.
5.6 Grass cutting contract
The Clerk had obtained a quotation from CGM, the current contractors, who offered a
price of £85 plus Vat per cut for the next season which was cheaper than the previous
season. Giles Dobson proposed that this quotation be accepted and Hedley Francis
seconded the proposal.
5.7 Speed restriction indicators in Carlton
Carlton has paid its contribution to the combined villages purchase of speed
indication units. A rota has been prepared and circulated to the villages taking part.
The devices will be attached to existing street furniture in Brinkley Road near the
bend and in Acre Road. The information gathered by the devices can be downloaded
to a computer which the Chairman offered to do but required another volunteer to
help.
5.8 Rural Services Network Survey
The councillors considered travel to be an issue, with congestion in rush hour needing
a solution to be found. The Chairman had notes from the Rural Travel Hubs
Engagement Event in September which could be reviewed. Now that wi-fi and the
phone signal have been improved it makes it easier to work from home.
The Clerk will complete and submit the survey.
5.9 War Memorial Cleaning quotations
The Chairman thanked Michael Mann for cleaning up the area around the War
Memorial. He noted that one of the parishioners, Tracey Murphy, had been doing
research into the names of the men listed on the War Memorial, two of whom lived at
Carlton Grange which no longer exists. She will be talking about the research at
Church on Sunday.
The Clerk advised that she had obtained three quotations for cleaning the War
Memorial from Brown & Ralph, Fairhaven Stone, both of which had previously
completed work on the War Memorial, and Hibbitt & Sons Masonry. As the quote
from Brown and Ralph for £546 plus Vat was the cheapest, this quote was accepted.
All councillors were in agreement.
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6

Finance
6.1 Payments proposed for authorisation were:
6.1.1 CGM chq 310
6.1.2 SLCC chq 311
6.1.3 Thurlow Estates chq no 312
6.1.4 CCC chq no 313
6.1.5 West Wickham PC chq no 314

£ 114.00
£ 55.00
£ 1.00
£ 124.03
£ 479.41

The payments were proposed for authorisation by Stephen Roberts and
seconded by Hedley Francis.
6.2 Receipts, payments and reconciliation as at 31 October 2017
Stephen Roberts proposed that the accounts as at 31 October 2017 be approved and
Giles Dobson seconded the proposal.
6.3 Precept 2018/19
The Chairman noted that account should be taken of the fact that the County Council
would now be charging for staff attending to issues in villages where they need to
travel to the village for site visits eg the recent visit by Josh Rutherford to look at
where to site the SIDs.
The Clerk advised that the council had a reasonably high general reserve and
therefore she proposed that the precept remain the same as last year. It was suggested
that the village hold a party in 2018 funded by either the village using S137 monies or
through Community Chest funding.
District Councillors arrived.
It was proposed by Stephen Roberts that the precept for 2018/19 remain at £3,200 and
this was seconded by Paul Archer.

7

Planning.
7.1 S/2674/17/FL Gowings site – 2 dwellings and access
The above planning application had been approved by SCDC and the developers had
started clearing the site. The surrounding residents were happy with this development
and were interested to find out what would be found in the soil when it was stripped
down.

8

District Councillor’s report
Richard Turner noted various items:
-The Combined Parishes meeting will be held on Wednesday 29 November. The
Chairman is unable to attend. SIDs are to be discussed at that meeting.
-Draft modifications to the Local Plan are awaited. Once the proposed Local Plan is
published, there will be a public consultation and therefore SCDC is still subject to
speculative planning applications being submitted until the Plan is agreed.
-Neighbourhood Plan guidance is available to help communities to decide if they
want to get involved.
-Domestic waste collection; From 11 December paper will no longer be collected
separately, it will go directly into the blue bin.
-At the Greater Cambridge Partnership meeting in September, three strategies for the
A1307 were proposed but there was no strong feeling for any of them. Options are for
an off -road busway to new P&R at A11, buses and cycle paths. At the Board meeting
on 22 November one option will be selected and it will go to public consultation
ending in February 2018. The cost of the options range from £38m to £145m, all
beyond the budget of £33m. The business case will be put to central government and
a decision will be made in July 2018, work is anticipated to be completed by 2022. It
was noted that Cambridge is not joining up with Essex and Suffolk to look at travel
patterns and transport.
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-Nominations for Community Awards 2018 need to be submitted by 19 January 2018.
There are 6 awards including Village Hero, Parish Councillor of the Year and
Outstanding youth initiative. The ceremony is in March.
-Community Chest – There is £88k of extra money available so applications can still
be submitted.
-Applications to the Elite Athlete Award Scheme can be made until 30 November
2017. Grants of £2k are available.
-Work on the Cambridge Ice Rink will start on 28 November 2017. SCDC are
providing a loan to the Ice Rink.
-Plans have been approved for the new Cambridge City Football Stadium at Sawston.
It will be sited on Green Belt land so the plans have been referred to the Secretary of
State and therefore it may not go ahead.
-The Parish Planning forum will take place on 13 February 2018.
9

County Councillor’s report
Henry Batchelor’s report had been distributed prior to the meeting.

10 General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting
-S137 party in Summer 2018
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 8 February 2018 at 8pm.

The Meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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