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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Peter’s Church Carlton 

On Tuesday 11 November 2008 
 
 
Present: Malcolm Stennett - Chairman, Michael Mann, John Coppen, Caroline 
Revitt, Elaine Read. Edith Osborn as Clerk. Vicky Ford, District Councillor, John 
Batchelor - County Councillor, Martin Reynolds 

 
 
1 Apologies:  Hedley Francis, Gill Davis, Richard Barrett - District Councillor 
 
2 Minutes of Meeting held 9 September 2008. Agreed as correct by all Councillors. 

 
3 Matters arising not under separate items listed 

 
3.1  Tackling Climate Change Talk 
It was decided to postpone this topic until the next meeting. 
3.2 Councillors’ email addresses 
It was decided to postpone this topic until the next meeting as Hedley Francis was not 
at the meeting. 
3.3 ‘Speedwatch’ machine 
John Batchelor reported that money had become available to purchase some of these 
machines within the County and therefore the Parish would not need to contribute to 
the cost of one if it were to be used in Carlton. 
3.4 Standards Committee Newsletter 
It was noted that this newsletter was produced by the Standards Committee at the 
District Council. The Chairman stated that such documents helped remind 
Councillors that standards had to be maintained. 
3.5 Rayners Bridge 
John Batchelor agreed to follow up with the Highways department as the damage had 
already been reported but the bridge had not yet been repaired. 

 
4 Finance  

4.1 Payments were authorised for: 
  4.1.1Countryside Services    £105.75 

The Chairman thanked Martin Reynolds for his recent maintenance of the Millenium 
Walkway. 
The Receipts, payments and bank reconciliation as at 31 October 2008 were accepted 
as correct. 
The proposed precept for 2009/10 was reviewed and it was decided that as not all of 
the current year’s budget had been spent, the precept would only be increased to 
£2,100 as opposed to a higher figure to take account of the intention to have the war 
memorial cleaned professionally. 

5 Planning. 
5.1 The installation of a pumping station and telemetry equipment-Brinkley Road 
The Chairman advised that SCDC had already objected to the telemetry equipment. 
5.2 The installation of a pumping station and telemetry equipment – Acre Road 
Approved. 
5.3 Construction of a service layby and culvert –Brinkley Road 
The Chairman advised the Council of his concerns about cars parking in the proposed 
layby in Brinkley Road. SCDC had various safeguards in place designed to preserve 
the character of the landscape, in particular Local Plan policy EN3. Policy LOE2, the 
local development framework, was also relevant to this application. No transport 
statement was supplied with this application so no mitigation of the impact on the 
village could be discussed in contravention of policy TR/3.  
He noted that it was a green layby which was being proposed. 
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A meeting had been arranged for the following day with Anglian Water, to be held in 
the Church. Richard Barrett was attending. 
The Chairman advised that he had spoken to the Head of Corporate Affairs at Anglian 
Water regarding the lack of consultation with the Council as this was against Anglian 
Water’s policies. Vicky Ford offered her help if the meeting did not achieve the 
desired outcome. 
The Chairman felt that the village would be happy with the layby provided that only 
Anglian water personnel could park there which meant installing lockable posts or 
similar mechanisms. If this could not be done, an alternative site might need to be 
found which was not so close to the entrance to the village and the bend in the road. 
Members agreed with the line of action proposed. 
5.4 Cromwell Cottage – erection of 2 dwarf walls. Approved. 

 
6 Environment 

6.1 War Memorial Cleaning 
The Clerk had made an application to English Heritage for a grant. English Heritage 
had subsequently requested revised quotes, the deadline for receipt of which was 12 
November 2008.  
6.2 Grass cutting contract 
It was agreed to renew the contract with Countryside Services provided Mr Bramley 
took note of the Council’s comments about grass being cut as opposed to being 
flattened. 
6.3 Waymarking 
This item to be deleted for the next meeting. 
6.4 Rood hall Bridleway 
As noted in the County Councillor’s report. 
 

7 District Councillor’s report 
Councillor Ford reported on the following items:  
-that SCDC had not kept any funds in any Icelandic bank account. 
-She noted that commodity prices had decreased recently but fortunately the recycling 
of plastics contract was on a 3 year fixed price basis. It cost £1,000 to collect plastics 
but the income was only £35 per tonne. 
-She noted the latest consultation on the next spatial strategy, levels of new building 
in the Cambridge area is to increase by as much as 50%. 
-She noted the transfer of council housing which will be voted on by tenants early 
next year. 
-The first draft of SCDC’s financial strategy had been prepared. Council tax may 
have to increase. 

 
8 County Councillor’s report 

Councillor Batchelor reported that the Highways budget had been spent by September 
2008 so only emergency repairs were being carried out. 
He reported that the Rood Hall bridleway would be closed from 5 December 2008 for 
the winter and in 2010 the bridleway could be permanently closed with gates installed 
at both ends. The Chairman thanked Mr Batchelor for his successful efforts on the 
Carlton’s behalf. 
The Parish Council’s contact at the Highways department had changed and the 
Chairman expressed his thanks to Karen Champion for all the work she had done on 
the Parish Council’s behalf in the past. 
Contracts with the bus companies were being reviewed and uneconomical routes 
were being withdrawn or reduced. Route 46 was the closest route to Carlton to be 
affected. 
 

9 General observations or matters for consideration at the next meeting 
       The Chairman advised that the Council had received a letter from the Highways 

department making a request for projects within the Parish which Highways could 
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spend some of their budget on, up to a maximum of £15,000. It was suggested that the 
Millenium Walkway could be resurfaced using 6mm resin with stones/gravel set in to 
make it easier to push prams etc on it or to have work done on the roadside gulleys 
within the village as they flood when a lot of rain falls. It was decided that the Clerk 
would report four of the worst sites to the Highways department, and that the 
Chairman would follow up Highways’ invitation with the Millenium Walkway in 
mind.. 

 
  It had been pointed out that the village website was out-of-date and especially the 

section ‘Welcome  to Carlton’ It was decided to update the website and associated 
pamphlet given to newcomers to the village. All Councillors to advise changes to the 
Clerk who would liase with Hedley Francis. 

  
  It was noted that John Mingay had sent out flyers to some villagers offering to quote 

for the building work involved with the connection to the new main sewer. 
 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 February 2009 at 8pm 
   

 
 

The Meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
 


